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Four Little Boxes
for solo electric guitar

General Considerations:
The performer should use an electric guitar.

The performer will need an overdrive pedal. Movement Il uses heavy overdrive, movements
Il + IV use moderate overdrive, and movement | uses light overdrive.

Movements I, 1l, + 1l are processed by feedback channels in Ableton Live. These effects add
a reverberant cloud of resonances to the performance. Please write the composer at
jpourdeaumusic@gmail.com if you would like access to Ableton project file for this
processing.

Notes on Individual Movements:

1) Whistle While You Work
Tone: Very light overdrive > feedback reverb (25% wet, with a 20 sec. decay)

The text in this movement should be selected by the performer, and should insist of a set of
instructions. Assembly instructions, cooking instructions, or step-based instructions on how to
complete a task are all excellent choices. This text should be found by the performer, and not
written for this piece specifically. The found text should have a dry, procedural, or boring
quality. Text should be delivered in a natural, non-theatrical style.

* improvise using the general patterns of the notated material. Rhythmic patterns of eighth
notes broken up by quarter notes, using the notated pitches in free combination. These
instructions hold true for all repeated bars from mm.15-23.

The repetitions between 15-17 should last for the longest time, bars 18-20 should be the
shortest, and 21-23 of moderate length among the three.

1) In Medias Res
Tone: Very heavy overdrive

Ill) Views of I-5 Through a Denny’s Window

Tone: Moderately heavy overdrive > feedback reverb (25% wet, with a 20 sec. decay)
Set overdrive high and bright enough to emphasize high harmonics in dampened string
sounds, especially during loud playing.

The number of repetitions, and length of each action in this movement are up to the
performer (using the provided durations as a guide). The number of sixteenth notes shown on
the page should not be taken to represent how many pitches will actually be played in
performance, and the piece should sonically have more material than it does on paper.

This movement leads into movement |V attacca.



IV) Vertical Blinds
Tone: Moderately heavy overdrive > feedback reverb (25% wet, with a 20 sec. decay)

All pitches (except for grace notes) should be allowed to resonate freely without dampening.
Grace notes should be quite soft and short, sounding more like a mistake or pressure change
than an intentional musical ornament.

Perform so as to emphasize the pitch and timbre differences between each harmonic. The
tuning of the guitar may be adjusted slightly to increase this affect.
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1) Whistle While You Work
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*see performance note for this movement regarding the following bars
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(discordant multiphonic)
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